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THIRD SUNDAY OFW

December 17, 2023
Order of Service - 10:00 am

% - Please rise in body or in spirit

Words of Welcome

The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you. We are a community bound
fojefﬁer and eneryize/ @ {aith, love, and commitment to Jesus Christ. And even fﬁmgﬁ  you
may not yef.vﬁare that {aith, love, and commitment, You are most welcome to be with us, to
56/0@ here, o experience what we're about. Then, ifyou are attracted and pmua/ea/ @
wﬁafyou see and hear, we 50/13  you Wwant to sef down roofs here /tmy#em. And even if
you don't, you'll abways be a friend. Thank you for worshipping with us,

FOR CONTEMPLATION
| have committed myself to JOY.

| have come to realize that those who make space for JOY,
those who prefer nothing to JOY,
those who desire the utter reality will most assuredly have it.
We must not be afraid to announce it to refugees, slum dwellers,
saddened prisoners, angry prophets.
Now and then we must even announce it to ourselves.
In this prison of now, in this cynical and sophisticated age,
someone must believe in JOY.

Richard Rohr



PRELUDE “Joy to the World”
THE COMMUNITY GATHERS

THE PRAYER SHAWL - This morning’s prayer shawl will be given to Sue, a
friend of Nancy Bacon’s.

THE ELDER’S PRAYER - Melody York

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

Members of the Book Club- Cynthia Placek, Pam Zeph, and Maggie George

How does a weary world practice joy?

By dancing and throwing birthday parties.
By hanging Christmas lights and holding sleeping babies. By
singing loudly and looking for good news.

By telling stories of Jesus and showing up for our community.
There are a million ways to practice joy. So, today we light the
candle of joy as a reminder and a charge.

With God’s help, we may be bringing joy into a weary world.

INTROIT “Holy Ground”
CALL TO WORSHIP

Our God can part the sea.
God can bring water from a rock and provide bread in the

desert.

Our God can walk on water.
God can heal the sick and turn water into wine.

Our God sets the stars in the sky.
God hears our voice when we cry and is closer than

our own breath.
Let us stand in awe. Let us worship God with wonder.



% HYMN 145 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

145 Of the Father’'s Love Begotten

In the beginning was the Whed . . . and the Wosd was God.  Jn. L1
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RESPONSIVE READING

The Promised One of God brings good news to the oppressed and
binds up the brokenhearted.
We are witnesses of the light of Christ.

The Promised One of God proclaims liberty to captives and
release to prisoners.
We are witnesses of the light of Christ.

The Promised One of God comforts all who mourn and
gives a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
We are witnesses of the light of Christ.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, hold fast to what is good,

live in harmony with all.
As witnesses of the light of Christ we can bring God’s good
news to our weary world.

TAIZE MEDITATION “Lord Be Glorified”

In our lives, Lord, be glorified, be glorified.
In our lives, Lord, be glorified today.

In our homes, Lord, be glorified, be glorified.
In our homes, Lord, be glorified today.

In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified.
In your church, Lord, be glorified today.

In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified.
In your world, Lord, be glorified today.

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, somewhere in our childhood we face pressure to
outgrow awe. We turn into adults who obsess over data and facts.
We praise those who have answers and assume that wonder is an



answerless game. Forgive us for closing that door to you. Remind
us that the kingdom of God belongs to children. Teach us the ways
of awe and wonder so that like Zechariah, when we find ourselves
speechless, our first words will be words of praise. With hearts
open wide, we pray. Amen.

TAIZE MEDITATION “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (Verse 1)

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear Desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

Family of faith, just as we marvel at mountains and newborns, at
sunrises and sunsets, God marvels at us. There is nothing you could
do or leave undone that could prevent God from loving you.
So, hear and believe the good news of the gospel, and let us proclaim
it together with joy:

We are forgiven! We are loved! We belong to God! Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in a God who knows our names, who counts the hairs on
our heads, and who carries the dreams of our hearts.
We believe that God’s fingerprints are all over creation and
that God is forever speaking to us in a million different ways.

We believe that awe and wonder, goosebumps and laughter, telling
stories and paying attention are all ways that we can say thank you to
our creating, sustaining, and loving God.
Therefore, we commit ourselves to moving through this world
with eyes wide open, with porous hearts, and grateful spirits.

We commit ourselves to living lives of awe, wonder, and gratitude
trusting that these things will forever draw us deeper into God’s loving
arms.

We believe. We stand in awe. Thanks be to God!



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Mark Kaercher
DEACON’S PRAYER FOR THE WORLD - Jessica Kaercher
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil for yours is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

ANTHEM “O Come, O Come”
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE LESSONS

Psalm 126

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who
dream.

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts
of joy; then it was said among the nations, “The LORD has done great
things for them.”

The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb.

May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.

Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come
home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.



Luke 1:57-66

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to
her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to
circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after
his father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said
to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” Then they began
motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give

him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And
all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his
tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all
their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the
entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and
said, “What then will this child become?”’ For, indeed, the hand of the
Lord was with him.

This is the Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE MORNING MESSAGE: How Does a Weary World Rejoice?
“We Allow Ourselves to be Amazed.”

How does a

weary world
rejoice?




#¥HYMN 165

165 I Wonder as I Wander
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BENEDICTION

¥ THE IRISH BLESSING

May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be ever at your back,

May the sun shine warm upon your face,

And the rains fall soft upon your fields.

And until we meet again, and until we meet again,

May the God who loves us all
Hold you in the palm of His hand.

Amen.

All the Liturgical resources for our Advent Worship Theme, “How Does a
Weary Rejoice?” are used with permission from “A Sanctified Art LLC” and

have been prepared by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed.

Worship Leader

Rev. Robert Hoffman

Elder of the Day
Melody York

Deacon of the Day
Jessica Kaercher

Liturgist
Karl Cote

Sound Technician
John Lombardo

Video Technician
Addison York

WORSHIP TEAM

Soloist
Brian Rhode

Choir
Tina-Marie Bottini
Michelle Braungard

Maggie George
Kaaren Haushalter
Marvin Helf
Kevin Ingalls
Pam lzzo
Marissa Lombardo

Welcome Host
Pam Fitzpatrick

Coffee Hour Host
Mark & Jessica Kaercher



Copyright Licenses

Joy to the World
Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, George Frideric Handel,

Isaac Watts, Matt Gilder
© Rising Springs Music, Vamos Publishing,
Worshiptogether.com songs, Ryan House

Music,
Wondrously Made Songs
Used by Permission.
CCLI License # 21149226

Holy Ground
Words & Music: Geron Davis
© 1983 Meadowgreed Music Co. and
Songchannel Music Co.
Used by Permission.
CCLI License # 21149226

Lord Be Glorified
Contributors: Bob Kilpatrick
Text: © 1978, Radiant Music

Used by Permission.
One License #.A 719501

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Words: Charles Wesley, 1744
Music: Rowland H. Prichard, © 1830, arr.
Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
Used by Permission.

One License #.A 719501

O Come, O Come
AUTHORS
Barry Graul, Bart Millard, Ben Shive, Brown
Bannister, Mike Scheuchzer, Nathan Cochran,
Robby Shaffer
© 2015 Junkbox Music, MercyMe Music,
Essential Music, No Snappy Music, Tunes of
MercyMe,
Banistuci Music
Used by Permission. One License #.A 719501

| Wonder as | Wander
Author: John Jacob Niles
Copyrights:
Words: 1934 G. Schirmer, Inc. (Admin. by

Music Sales Corporation)

Music: 1934 G. Schirmer, Inc. (Admin. by Music

Sales Corporation)
Used by Permission. CCLI License # 21149226

ZOOM

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656

In-Person Worship Guidelines - Even though you may be vaccinated, mask
wearing continues to be encouraged to protect our vulnerable and
medically compromised worshippers. We ask you to respect the
distance and comfort levels of others. Reminder: If you are feeling
under the weather, please remain home and participate in worship via

Zoom


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155

Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal (link
found below or on our website), by mailed check, by direct bank payment or
by placing them in the offering box.

PayPal:
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS

Website:
www.communityreformedchurch.com

Mailing Address:
Community Reformed Church of Colonie
701 Sand Creek Road
Colonie, NY 12205

Special Offering Envelopes -
The special offering envelopes for December
You may make your offering to these with the envelope provided, mail
in the offering to the Church office or through Paypal. If you have any
questions, contact Lori Coté at crcclori@gmail.com.

II | Advent
OFFERING

’ ": 4 = ‘ ~—_ o 5EP 2020 - .Mul
& T o C R
7 "(///,{//m/ FERIN( [ \
{ : | MISSION OF THE MONTH |
PRy

Online Church Bulletin Board

padlet.com/crccsarah/ChurchBulletinBoard

Prayer E-Chain
Please email prayer requests to:

Sandy Cornwell
crccsandy@gmail.com
Karen Latta
kmlatta@nycap.rr.com
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COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE
STAFF AND CONSISTORY

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor
rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com

Lori Coté
Church Administrator & Bookkeeper
crcclori@gmail.com

Ben April,
Director of Music Ministries
benapril27@gmail.com

Sarah Huiest,
Youth Coordinator &
Communication/Media Coordinator
crccsarah@gmail.com

Cameron Kaercher
Technical Director
camkaercher@gmail.com

of Colonie

CONSISTORY
Elders

Karl Coté
Ana Crosbourne
Linda Murphy
Melody York

Deacons

Kevin Bottini

Marvin Helf

Kevin Ingalls
Jessica Kaercher

The Communicy Reformed Chureh

701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY 12205
Telephone: 518-869-5589

Website - www.communityreformedchurch
Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed

Twitter - @ColonieReformed
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